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bodies, the diagnosis of malignant tumours, and the dilata-
tion of impermeable strictures.

EDINBURGH OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY.-A meeting
of this society was held on Feb. llth, Dr. J. Lamond ’,
Lackie, Vice-President, being in the chair.-Mr. E. W.
Scott Carmichael read a paper on Some Indications for

Vaginal Fixation in Uterine Displacement. He said 
that following the teaching of Martin this operation had ’I,
been performed on patients at all ages during the child-
bearing period. In spite, however, of the results obtained ’,
by Martin and Diihrssen, and their favourable reports of this I,
operation in relation to childbirth, Mr. Scott Carmichael had ’,
not felt justified in performing it under the age of 40 years
in his later cases, and in his opinion the true facts
as to the cause of difficulty during childbirth after
this operation had not been worked out. From the
results of 20 cases in which he had operated he believed
that the procedure was of undoubted value in cases

of retroversion, prolapse, and cystocele, where the patient
would not submit to an abdominal operation and where treat-
ment by pessaries had proved inefficacious. In fixed retro-
version it was of value where the adnexa were not involved

by the inflammatory processes. In cystocele and mild cases
of prolapius uteri the symptoms could be entirely relieved by
vagino-fixation. In following out the technique of Martin
the uterus should be fixed to the anterior vaginal wall at a
point 4.5 centimetres below the fundus, but if the patient
had passed the menopause the point of fixation might be
made nearer to the fundus. In the above class of cases next
to the various methods for shortening the round ligaments
vaginal fixation was to be preferred to ventro-fixation or

ventro-suspension.-Dr. R. P. Ranken Lyle, Dr. J. Haig
Ferguson. Dr. W. Fordyce, and others discussed the paper.
- Dr. J. W. Keay read a paper on a Simple Perineal Opera-
tion for Relaxed Vaginal Outlet. A commencement was
made by raising a flap from the lower end of the vaginal
wall ; into the right and left corners of the raw area

Kocher’s forceps were pushed through the fascial covering
of the levator ani, and a portion of the muscle was grasped
and pulled towards the median line and fixed there by strong
catgut. By this means the vaginal outlet was narrowed and
lifted up out of the axis in which the intra-abdominal

pressure was directed downwards. The base of the flap was
stitched to the fascial covering of the rectum, and the apex
of the flap was stitched to the external wound, which was
closed by a subcuticular stitch. In this way a new four-
chette was formed, a strong perineum was obtained, and a
vaginal sphincter of voluntary muscle was incorporated in
the perineal body. Dr. Keay said that the operation was
comparatively simple.-Dr. Lyle, Dr. Lackie, and others
discussed the paper.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
Surgery : Its Principles and Practice. By Various Authors.

Edited by WILLI[AM WILLIAMS KEEN. M.D., LL.D.,
Emeritus Professor of the Principles of Surgery and of
Clinical Surgery, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia;
and JOHN CHALMERS DACOSTA, M.D., Professor of the
Principles of Surgery and of Clinical Surgery, Jefferson
Medical College, Philadelphia. Volume V. With 550
illustrations, 45 of them in colours. London and

Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders Co. 1909. Pp. 1274.
Price, cloth, 30s. net ; half morocco, 34s. net.
WE welcome the appearance of the last volume of this

most excellent System of Surgery, for it completes a work
which will for years maintain its place as containing the
best general account of surgery in the English language.
Nearly 70 writers have contributed toward the making of
this great work and of these two died before the appearance
of the last volume. When the work was first suggested it

was intended that it should have filled some 4000 pages. In

carrying out the idea which the editors had in mind they
have found it necessary to employ nearly 5500 pages, repre-
senting an increase of over 25 per cent. We congratulate
all concerned in it on the completion of this great work,
but especially are our congratulations due to Professor Knee

for the manner in which he has carried out so arduous
a task.
The contents of this volume are in no way less interesting

than those in any of the preceding volumes. The Surgery of
the Vascular System has been furnished by Dr. Rudolf Matas
of New Orleans. This commences with an account of
the surgery of the pericardium and of the heart. We cordially
agree with the writer in his expression of opinion that
incision of the pericardium for the purpose of letting out
fluid, whether serum or pus, is far safer than aspiration or
paracentesis, but Voinitch-Sianojentsky, whose work on the
pericardium has been quoted, is one person and not two, as
the writer apparently considers him to be. We do not think

that the author lays sufficient stress on the compression of
the great veins as they enter the heart and of the auricles as
the essential part of the evil wrought by excessive intra-
pericardial tension. He speaks of the increase in the intra-
pericardial pressure interfering with the diastolic dilatation
of the auricles and ventricles, but the effect on the auricles

is vastly greater than that on the ventricles, because their
walls are so much thinner. The fall in the general arterial
pressure is entirely due to the interference with the supply
of blood to the heart. A good description is given of the
chief principles of the treatment of wounds of the heart.

In the account of the surgery of the arteries we would

especially commend the description of the rules for the tying
of wounded arteries. The reasons of the methods employed
are clearly given and the exceptions are explained. Arterior-

rhaphy is of so modern an origin that it is only natural that
we should seek with interest what a writer with so

special a knowledge of the surgery of the arteries has
said on the matter. The description is very full and
is quite up to date. In speaking of the injection of
saline solution, the author gives the temperature of
the solution in the container as 120&deg; F. We are certainly
in favour of employing a higher temperature than that

which is usually suggested, but we think that the tem-

perature given here is a little above what is desirable.

We are glad to see that the value of blood serum in-

jections is recognised in the treatment of haemophilia.
Dr. Matas a few years ago devised an ingenious operation
for the treatment of aneurysm, and this method is usually
called after his name, though it has a name of its own,

endo-aneurysmorrhaphy. The method is of distinct value

and it is becoming more widely used ; it is here described

clearly. Altogether the surgery of the vascular system has
been excellently treated.
The next section deals with the Surgery of the Female

Genito-urinary Organs and occupies more than 230 pages.
It has been divided between three surgeons ; the first part,
dealing with the methods of examination and with con-

genital malformations, has been entrusted to Dr. P. Brooke
Bland of Philadelphia. The second portion, by Dr. John
M. Fisher of Philadelphia, deals with the surgery of the

vulva and the vagina. Both these sections are good, in

particular the account of the treatment of ruptured perineum
is very clear, and the illustrations representing the several
stages of the operation are especially good. Dr. E. E. Mont-

gomery of Philadelphia has written on the surgery of the
uterus, broad ligaments, and Fallopian tubes.

Dr. John H. Gibbon of Philadelphia has contributed the
chapter on Surgical Technic. In this are described the
various methods employed in modern aseptic surgery and
the materials used. An interesting contrast is afforded by
reprinting an illustration from Sir Watson Cheyne’s ’’ Anti-
septic Surgery " published in 1882, and one of a modern
operating room. The contrast is certainly very great, but it
can hardly be said that there is an equally great contrast
between the results obtained.
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Dr. Warren S. Bickham of New York has described the

Ligation of the Arteries in their continuity, and the various
illustrations given in order to show the relative position of
the arteries to the surrounding structures are numerous and
good. Dr. James Peter Warbasse of Brooklyn is responsible
for the chapter dealing with the Operations on Bones and
Joints. In this are described the various operations for

resection of bones and joints, and the osteotomies. The

chapter on Amputations is also from the pen of Dr. Bickham,
and we need only say that it describes all the usual methods.
Dr. John B. Roberts of Philadelphia has written an interest-
ing chapter on Plastic Surgery, illustrated by some striking
new pictures. The space at his disposal was hardly
sufficient to deal with the subject adequately. Dr. W. L.
Estes of South Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, has described the
Surgery of Accidents in a short chapter. In addition to the

ordinary injuries described those resulting from electricity
are also mentioned.
The parathyroid bodies are assuredly very interesting,

but we think their importance has been somewhat over-

estimated in devoting 16 pages to the consideration of the

surgery concerning them. We say this without any wish to
undervalue Dr. Charles H. Mayo’s contribution, which is

thorough, interesting, and well written. As is well known,
much difference of opinion exists as to the function of the
parathyroids; there are those who consider that the para-
thyroids are merely undeveloped thyroid tissue, and there-
fore in themselves of little value, and those who look upon
them as of very great importance.

Dr. Charles H. Frazier of Philadelphia has written the
chapter on the Surgery of the Fifth and Auditory Nerves.
Not unreasonably he prefers his own incision route (the i
auricular temporal) for the removal of the Gasserian ’’

ganglion, and we agree that his operation is extremely
good. This chapter is well illustrated.

Dr. Hobart Amory Hare writes the article on General
Ansesthesia and Anaesthetics. He lays stress on the fact

that ether is far safer than chloroform, and therefore main-
tains that it should be the anaesthetic of choice in ordinary
conditions, though he acknowledges that ether has many
contra-indications. The chapter contains all the essentials,
but we think that it would be well to have placed the
methods of resuscitation from an overdose of an anaesthetic

in the same volume as that describing the use of the

anaesthetics during which these methods might be required.
The late Professor Karl Lennander of Upsala, Sweden,

wrote the chapter on Local Anaesthesia only a short

time before his death, and the section on Spinal An&aelig;s-
thesia was completed by his assistant, Dr. Fredrik

Zachrissen. Professor Lennander expresses himself as

strongly in favour of the mixture of novocaine and

adrenalin for local anaesthesia, and he gives instructions
as to the technique to be followed for local anaesthesia for
different regions of the body and for different operations.
The editor adds a small note on Bier’s venous an&aelig;sthesia,
which has yet to prove its value and innocuousness. Dr.

Zachrissen’s account of spinal an&aelig;sthesia is sufficiently
detailed to prove useful. He acknowledges that certain
difficulties still exist, but he believes that these will be

overcome.

Dr. George E. Armstrong of Montreal has contributed the
chapter dealing with the Surgery of the Infective Diseases.
This is, we believe, somewhat of a novelty in a treatise on
surgery, but there are obviously many good reasons for its
inclusion. Typhoid fever and pneumonia are those acute
" medical" diseases which are most likely to need surgical
assistance, and naturally they receive more consideration
than those in which the surgical complications are less
common.

Dr. Ernest Amory Codman of Boston has written the

chapter on the use of the X Rays and Radium in Surgery,
which is somewhat original in treatment. It should prove

very helpful to the surgeon in teaching him in what direction
he may expect aid from skiagrams, and also, and this is

equally important, how he may correctly interpret them when
they have been obtained. Not the least valuable part of

this section deals with the deleterious effects of the X rays.
The description of the therapeutics of radium is disap-
pointingly brief.
The Legal Relations of the Surgeon have been described by

Mr. Hampton L. Carson, who is a member of the Phila-

delphia Bar and was formerly Attorney-General of the State
of Pennsylvania. Nowadays when actions for malpractice
are fairly common, and when surgeons frequently have to
give expert evidence in court, it is well that they should
devote some attention to the legal aspect of the profession.
Although the laws of different countries differ somewhat in
regard to the legal aspect of the acts of surgeons, yet the
general principles vary but little, and therefore this chapter
should prove of value even to surgeons practising in the
British Isles.

Dr. William M. Late Coplin of Philadelphia has contributed
a valuable little chapter on the Laboratory as an Aid to
Surgical Technique and Surgical Diagnosis. It is chiefiy con-
cerned with the methods to be observed in obtaining tissues
and other material for bacteriological examination, although
a short account is given of the methods suitable for preserving
specimens. Dr. Albert Gay Ochsner has devoted some 25
pages to the consideration of the Surgical Organisation of a
Hospital. It deals with many points, from the number of
surgeons required for a hospital to the method of election to
the visiting and resident staff ; it discusses the plans of a
hospital and the methods of diagnosis of patients brought in
insensible. Altogether it is likely to prove of service.
The perusal of the concluding volume of this System of

Surgery has but served to confirm the favourable opinion
which we formed on examination of the earlier volumes. We

hope it will meet with the success it deserves, for the editors,
contributors, and publishers have done their best.

Diet in Health and Disease. By JULIUS FRIEDENWALD,Diet in Health and Disease. By JULIUS FRIEDENWALD,
M. D., Professor of Gastro-enterology in the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, Baltimore ; and JOHN RUHR&Auml;H,
Professor of Diseases of Children in the College of

Physicians and Surgeons, Baltimore. Third edition, tho-
roughly revised and enlarged. London and Philadelphia : a
W. B. Saunders Company. 1909. Pp. 765. Price 18s.
net.

THE question of diet practically involves a number of very
complex considerations in which chemistry and physiology
are commonly mixed up ; and the general practitioner is, as
a rule, too busy a man to follow the fine arguments con-
tained in the great and many researches which appear from
time to time upon the subject. He will be glad therefore to
have a book available in which is collected the substance of
the modern views held in regard to both the practical and
theoretical side of dietetics. The authors’ aim has been to

produce a practical handbook for everyday use, and they
have carried out their purpose with marked success.
We take this to be the meaning of the issue of a third

edition of the book within five years of the issue of the first.

The chapters present a simple classification of the subject,
the chemistry and physiology of digestion being taken first.
Then in the succeeding chapter the foods are divided into
classes, the individual members being described in regard to
their particular values, based first on their chemical composi-
tion and then on their digestibility. An excellent chapter
on beverages and stimulants follows, in which a useful

classification of natural mineral waters appears. Several
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waters are here mentioned which will be unknown to readers I
in Europe, but it is obvious that the United States possess
a wealth of mineral water supplies, amongst which occur
a number having a chemical composition similar to some

of the waters of the well-known spas on the continent. An

interesting chapter, and one which is remarkable for its
terseness and yet for its wealth of detail, is that which
includes the consideration of such important matters as

the concentration and preservation of food, artificial food

preparations, cooking of foods, food poisoning, auto-

intoxications, idiosyncrasies, food adulteration, the detec-
tion of preservatives and colouring matters, and so on. Here
within the compass of a few pages we have the pros and cons
of difficult questions lucidly placed before us, and the prac-
titioner cannot do better than follow the lead that is given
him in each case.

The application of general principles commences in the
chapters on diets for special conditions, diet in various

diseases, and special methods of feeding, and here again the
treatment of the subject is of an eminently practical kind.
The book concludes with a number of rapid reference diet-
lists, to which is appended a " sample pamphlet of informa-
tion for distribution among the poor in summer " containing
plain, sensible words on a subject of vital importance to
every nation.

English Poor-Zaqv Policy. By SIDNEY and BEATRICE WEBB.
London : Longmans, Green, and Co. 1910. Pp. 379.
Price 7s. 6d. net.

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Webb have compiled for the benefit
of those interested in Poor- law reform, among whom members
of the medical profession take a prominent place, a succinct and
interesting analysis of the development of the existing Poor-
law, because, as they suggest in their preface, ’’ nothing of
to-day can be really understood without its history." Five

chapters out of eight in their volume are devoted to tracing
the history of their subject, from the report of the Royal
Commission of 1834 to the present day, and the re-

maining three chapters are entitled "The Majority Report of
the Royal Commission of 1905-1909," " The Minority Report
of the Royal Commission of 1905-1909," and " Summary and
Conclusion." These last chapters, together with the second
of two appendices containing " an extract from the Minority
Report for Scotland, giving the reasons in favour of the

complete supersession of the Poor-law," supply, no doubt,
the original reason for the compilation of the historical

chapters which precede them, and are interesting from a
different point of view. As advocacy of the scheme of

reform propounded in the Minority Report they are excellent
even though they display a tendency (from which the ablest
advocates are not always free) to beg the very questions, the
answer to which is what the reader wishes to have

established by argument and by reference to proven facts.
As criticism, a book the cover of which is inscribed

"English Poor-law Policy, Webb," must take the same

place as would one with the title "The Budget, Lloyd
George," or "TariS Reform, Chamberlain." Its arguments
or expressions of opinion must be balanced against those of
counsel on the other side; they must not be regarded as a
judicial summing-up of the case.
The historical chapters, however, may stand by them-

selves without impelling us immediately to the con-

sideration of the controversial questions which have

been introduced from the desire of the authors to

win support for the Minority proposals, and in accord-
ance with a process which may be described in popular
terms as " rubbing it in." Not the least interesting
pages are those devoted to reviewing the gradual bringing
into existence of the Poor-law medical service as we now

have it, and the stages of its development through successive
statutes, orders, circulars, and instructional communications.
This development has been accelerated in recent years, and
the general impression which Mr. and Mrs. Webb’s summary
conveys may be explained by saying that the care of the
sick under the Poor-law has come nearer to attain-

ing the objects propounded to those engaged upon it

than has been the case in the other matters more exclusively
the charge of the Poor-law guardians. If in the future the
task assigned to the guardians is entrusted to others, together
with a wider field of operations, in the expectation and
intention of securing results more satisfactory as regards the
social welfare of the nation than those exhibited in the past,
the medical profession will play a part of increased import-
ance. We shall, so to speak, "secure a better start " than
was permitted under the legislation which resulted from

the report of the Commission of 1834. Moreover, the

improved position will be due to the efforts of the profession
in the development of the science which it practises, in
winning public recognition for that science, and in insisting
upon the right of the humblest of the poor to participate in
its benefits.

In the report of 1834, we read, the revolutionary
proposals of the Commissioners with regard to the

able-bodied, with which we are not here concerned, were
accompanied by no suggestion of any change relating to the
care of the sick, who up to that date were dealt with by out-
door relief, with or without medical attendance. There

were, indeed, suggestions of improved institutional treat-

ment of such defectives as lunatics and blind persons,
but there was no reference to anything in the nature

of a hospital in recommendations as to workhouses, and none
as to indoor medical officers. The Act of Parliament which
followed was, not unnaturally, equally silent upon the

subject, and the Poor-law Commissioners, who during the
period 1834-1847 were the central authority, do not appear
to have suggested by their orders that any change of policy
seemed to them desirable. The medical profession at this
point can hardly be said to have obtained a footing in Poor-
law administrative circles. The period which followed, that
of 1847-1871, with the Poor-law Board as the central

authority, witnessed "a slow and almost un-selfconscious

development of a supplementary policy in respect
to certain favoured classes of paupers-notably children
and sick," although as the central authority as late as

1869 explained, the sick-wards of workhouses, which then at
any rate existed in some buildings, "were originally pro-
vided for the cases of paupers in the workhouse who might
be attacked by illness ; and not as State hospitals."
The improvement is traced in the pages before us to a new

policy of bringing pressure to bear upon boards of guardians to
improve their medical attendance and medicine supplies.
The "principle of less eligibility" recommended in the
report of 1834 demanded that the conditions of existence
afforded by the relief should be less eligible to the applicant
than those of the lowest grade of independent labourers.
The hardships involved in the enforcement of such a doctrine
in the case of the sick are so obvious to us in the twentieth

century that there is no need to dwell upon them, and the
principle referred to was gradually abandoned under the Poor-
law Board with regard to both indoor and outdoor medical
relief. The new conditions of medical attendance, we are told,
were "the outcome of a long campaign on behalf of the
poorer members of the medical profession of which Wakley
was the leader in the House of Commons, and THE LANCET
the efficient organ." We read also that the insanitary con-
ditions of the workhouses of the period (aira. 1847) and their
excessive death-rate were repeatedly brought to notice not
only by irresponsible agitators, but also by such competent
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statistical and medical critics as McCulloch and Wakley." 
The more general institutional treatment of the sick had its
origin during the same period, and received an impetus in
1864 when "the death of a pauper in Holborn Workhouse

and of another in St. Giles’s Workhouse, under conditions
which seemed to point to inhumanity and neglect, led
to an inquiry by three doctors (Anstie, Carr, and

Ernest Hart) commissioned by THE LANCET newspaper,
the formation of an ’ association for improving the condi-

tion of the sick poor,’ and a deputation to the Poor-law
Board. " From this period the history of the medical side
of the Poor-law system has been one of improvement, both
under the Poor-law Board and, since 1871, under the Local
Government Board which succeeded the Poor-law Board in
the performance of the same duties without any immediate
change of function or policy. The tendency of recent

innovation is to be gathered from a quotation from the
thirty-second annual report of the Local Government

Board, 1902-03, recording that " the workhouses of a past
and bygone age are no longer refuges for the able-bodied,
but are becoming every day more of the nature of State

hospitals for the aged sick and infirm. As such they should
be furnished with the very best nursing procurable."
We need not say anything as to developments within the

scope of modern memory, as our readers are quite familiar
with these, but they are adequately brought to the notice of
the reader in this volume, and the importance attributed

to the Metropolitan Asylums Board and its hospitals
by Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Webb is very right and proper.
Their book should be read with interest, particularly by
those who, from their memory and experience or by the
aid of literature at their command, are able to place
side by side with the history of the Poor-law the record of
outside social developments which have stimulated its

evolution, and which are now apparently responsible for a

demand for its abolition. It would be interesting to see
traced accurately the extent to which Poor-law ad ministration
in medical and in general matters has lagged behind or has
kept pace with contemporary progress and also how far

the constant, if at times slow, advance made has been
accelerated by the pressure of medical opinion. That tr is
has been exerted unsparingly both inside and outside official
circles will be gathered from Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Webb’s
book, and we cordially thank them for their recognition and
appreciation of medical work (and incidentally of our founder
and ourselves) in the field of Poor-law policy.

Atlas der Elektropathologie. By Dr. S. JELLINEK. With96 plates and 16 figures in the text. Berlin and Vienna :96 plates and 16 figures in the text. Berlin and Vienna :
Urban and Schwarzenberg. 1909. Pp. 103. Price
35 marks.

IN this volume the author has successfully undertaken
the pictorial representation of the electro-pathological
collection in the Museum of Forensic Medicine at

Vienna. Not the least admirable feature of the work
is the excellence of the illustrations with which the
volume is profusely furnished. We understand that this is
the result of a four-colour printing process which we may
surely hope to see in more general use. The accurate and
realistic rendering of the appearance of severe electric burns,
scars, blistering of feet, and articles of clothing worn at the
time of accident from electric shock is quite remarkable.
The author describes his cases according to a definite system.
Each one is more or less typical of its class, and after

relating the circumstances that led up to the accident he pro-
ceeds to enlarge upon it in its clinical, forensic, and technical
aspects. Incidentally, he affords convincing proof of the truth
of the saying that familiarity breeds contempt," since the
majority of the accidents illustrated happer.ed to electricians

and those employed about electrical plant and installations
generally-the very people who ought to, and probably do,
know the precautions to be observed under any given set of
conditions.

Plate II. illustrates an interesting and important point-
the danger of having any electric light fitting within reach
of a person in a bath. The author reconstitutes the con-

ditions of the accident in every particular, down to the

post-mortem appearances. And in this case we are told
that death, which occurred from touching an electric light
fitting while still in the bath, was so sudden that the girl
had not breathed after receiving the shock. The body
was found submerged, but no water had entered the lungs.
In all cases the author points out the further precautions
that ought to be taken to secure safety in addition to those
usually practised in any given set of conditions. One fact

impressed by the illustrations is that electrical burns

heal very kindly, and leave soft elastic scars and little

deformity behind. In Plate L., however, is shown a curious
set of changes following an electric burn at the wrist-joint.
There are thickening and deformity with atrophy of bone, as
shown by an X ray examination. The patient concurrently
developed symptoms of progressive paralysis. The penulti-
mate section is devoted to the effects of lightning on the

body and clothing. Here is shown a case of lightning-

stroke characterised by loss of consciousness, aphasia, andcrossed paralysis, and yet recovery was practically complete
after three months. In the last section the author deals

with the influence of stray earth currents upon water-pipes
and shows how the electrolytic action thereby set up may be
a cause of lead-poisoning. These are the salient features

of a work which should find a place in every legal and
medical library.

JOURNALS AND MAGAZINES.

Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine. Vol. III.,
No. 3. January, 1910. London : Longmans, Green, and Co.-
The Section of An&aelig;sthetics is included in this number with

the discussion on Lymphatism, opened by Dr. R. Salusbury
Trevor in a paper which should prove a valuable contribu-
tion to the literature of a subject of importance. Dr. Trevor

gives a bibliography of cases of sudden death due to the
disease and a full account of a case that came under his

own observation. He sets before the section the following
problems : (1) the cause of sudden death in lymphatism ;
(2) in what subjects to suspect lymphatic hyperplasia
(3) how to diagnose it ; (4) how to treat it ; and (5) how to
con iuct anaesthesia in patients who suffer from it. In the

Balneological and Climatological Section is an interestirg
account, by Dr. S. D. Clippingdale, of the Natural and

Medical Aspects of the Chiltern Hills and Dales, including
the famous Parliamentary "Hundreds." In a day which
echoes and re-echoes with abuse of landlords we are glad to
read this testimony from a medical man to a famous land-
owner of the district: "In a typical ’Rothschild Village’
the public-house is unknown, and the medical man goes about
with an assurance from his over-lord’ that the non-medical
wants of the sick will not be neglected-a state of things
reminiscent of the feudal system, with all its advantages but
with none of its disadvantages." Mr. A. G. S. Mahomed

follows with a paper on Atmospheric Electricity, in which
he describes some observations upon atmospheric potential
and advances a graphic theory of ionisation. In the Clinical

Section the following cases are described. Acromegaly, by
Mr. J. R. Lunn and Dr. Robert Milne, who also contributes
two cases of achondroplasia ; adiposis dolorosa, by Dr. G.

MeNlullan, a case illustrated from two extraordinary photo-
graphs, as is a similar case described by Dr. A. M. Gossage ;
rheumatoid arthritis with albuminuria and eiii,r,,eLi hvet,


